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Children draw water from a UNICEF-supported water source at Marka camp in Nsanje District.  
© UNICEF/2022/UN0620657/ 

 
 
 

Highlights  
• Over the reporting period, cholera cases have more than doubled, 

increasing from 36 on 1 April to 72 cases as of 10 April. One more fatality 

has been registered, bringing the total number of deaths to three 

representing a case fatality rate of 4.2 per cent, which is well above the 

acceptable threshold set by WHO (1%).  

• An increase in the number of children admitted for severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM) treatment has been observed mainly in Chikwawa, 

Nsanje, Balaka, Chiradzulu and Phalombe in March 2022 compared to the 

same period in 2021. The most significant increase was noted in 

Chikwawa, with over 64 per cent increase in SAM admissions from 526 in 

March 2021 to 867 in March 2022. 

• UNICEF support has enabled 69,815 children (35951 male 33,864 female) 

to undergo nutrition screening, from which 1,171 children with severe 

wasting were identified and admitted for treatment. 

• UNICEF-supported water trucking and the distribution of water treatment 

chemicals (including door-to-door chlorination) enable 38,593 people to 

access safe water. 

• UNICEF has also scaled up the emergency sanitation interventions in several displacement sites in affected 

districts, with 21,732 people benefitting from emergency latrines and bathing facilities. 

UNICEF response and funding status1   
 

 
 

 
1 As per flood response.  

MALAWI 
FLOODS, POLIO, 

CHOLERA  

Situation Report 

 
 

Malawi Floods - Humanitarian Situation report – 12 April 2022  

 
Floods – Humanitarian Situation in 
numbers, 12 April 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

72 Cholera cases with 3 deaths  

1 case of Polio 
 
 
 

 

Over 190,000 people displaced by 

floods  

Source:  

i. Department of Disaster management Affairs 
Emergency Response Plan, Tropical Storm ANA 

ii. Cholera Daily update, Public Health Institute of 
Malawi, 10 April 2022 
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Funding status

Children 6-59 months screened…
Funding status

CP/GBV community awareness
Funding status

Children receiving individual…
Funding status

Access to safe sanitation facilities
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Results Gap

More than 995,000 people 
affected by floods 
including 130,000  
under-five children need 
humanitarian assistance  
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Situation Overview  

As the country grapples with health emergencies (COVID, Polio, Cholera), the health sector faces several challenges, 

including health workers' fatigue due to multiple concurrent vaccinations and vaccine hesitancy for COVID-19 

continued influx of cholera cases from Mozambique.  

 

Over the reporting period, cholera cases have more than doubled, increasing from 36 on 1 April to 72 as of 10 April. 

One more fatality has been registered, bringing the total number of deaths to three representing a case fatality rate of 

4.2 per cent, which is well above the acceptable threshold set by WHO (1%). Most of the cases (over 80 per cent) are 

from the Mozambican border, primarily due to floods displacement. While the Government of Mozambique has yet to 

declare cholera, it is essential to monitor the situation closely. A cross border coordination meeting of the United 

Nations organisations was held between Malawi and Mozambique teams on 04 April 2022 to deliberate on the 

situation. At the district level, Nsanje is also organising cross border coordination engagements with Mozambiquan 

counterparts to ensure cases are identified to minimise deaths. The country is preparing for Oral Cholera Vaccine 

(OCV) immunisation activities (reactive campaign) in Nsanje and Chikwawa districts.  

 

The first round of Polio Supplementary Immunisation Activity (SIA) was completed between 21 to 26 March with 102 

per cent coverage. Logistics and preparations are nearly completed for the second round, scheduled for 25 to 29 April. 

The target is to reach 2,922,095 targeted children under the age of 5 with the Oral Polio vaccine (OPV). No additional 

Wild Polio Virus (WPV) case has been identified since the index was reported in February 2022.  

 

COVID-19 cases and deaths continue to drop. However, the positivity rate continues to linger at around 2 per cent. 

This reporting period has seen a drop in new infections by 46 per cent, and hospital admissions reduced by a further 

10 per cent. As of 11 April, only 9 cases were hospitalised. Since the pandemic’s beginning, 85,705 cases and 2,628 

deaths have been registered. COVID vaccination status presently stands at 908,688 fully immunised people. This is 

less than 10 per cent of the targeted numbers. In addition, close to 277,000 AstraZeneca vaccines are to expire in 

May 2022. Hence the Ministry of Health and partners have designed a "finish-a-vial" campaign to scale coverage. This 

campaign will take place from the week of 11 to 15 April 2022. Supplies for the campaign have been distributed to the 

country's districts.   

 

This year, Malawi has faced multiple climatic shocks and unfavourable macroeconomic conditions. In addition to the 

drought experienced earlier in the agricultural season, tropical storms Ana and Gombe wreaked havoc in the southern 

region, causing severe damage to key infrastructures including roads, schools, and health facilities and damaging 

crops and displacing people. With increased food prices, which will reduce financial access to food for poor 

households, Malawi's food security situation from April 2022 to March 2023 is unfavourable. As per the Famine Early 

Warning Systems Network March 2022 Outlook, in southern Malawi, the upcoming harvest is expected to be 35 per 

cent below average, an additional 10 per cent lower than the initial estimation from the February Food Security 

Outlook. This is of great concern because of the likely increase in malnutrition. There is already an increase in the 

number of children admitted for severe acute malnutrition (SAM) treatment, mainly in Chikwawa, Nsanje, Balaka, 

Chiradzulu and Phalombe from March 2022 to the same period in 2021. The most significant increase was noted in 

Chikwawa, with over 64 per cent increase in SAM admissions from 526 in March 2021 to 867 in March 2022. Overall, 

there was a 30 per cent increase in children with severe wasting admissions at the national level in February 2022 

(4,472) compared to February 2021 (3,442). 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

The multiple burdens of floods, COVID-19, Polio, and Cholera outbreaks require a unique and urgent response to 

prevent the current emergencies from having a severe impact on the well-being of children. UNICEF provides 

immediate lifesaving and life-sustaining assistance to populations affected by climate-related shocks and preventable 

disease outbreaks while investing in resilience-building interventions focused on system strengthening. Response to 

the floods focuses on the four worst-affected districts of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Phalombe, and Mulanje. UNICEF delivers 

the services through a multi-sectoral response in child protection, education, health, nutrition, social protection, and 

WASH, supported by social behaviour change communication and community engagement activities.  

 

 

file:///C:/Users/pmuhamedkhojaeva/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/7EE4NASM/Fewsnet%20MArch%202022%20Outlook,
file:///C:/Users/pmuhamedkhojaeva/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/7EE4NASM/Fewsnet%20MArch%202022%20Outlook,


3 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

The Government of Malawi is leading the humanitarian response, through the Department of Disaster Management 

Affairs (DoDMA), with support from humanitarian partners, including NGOs, the UN, and donor agencies. UNICEF 

actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team and the inter-cluster coordination forum, which leads to cross-

sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes in the country. UNICEF is the co-lead agency for the Child 

Protection, Education, Nutrition, and WASH clusters, while also playing a vital role in the Health cluster. 

 

The Government of Malawi has developed a four-month response plan for the flood response and launched a  

US$ 29.4 million appeal, targeting 542,000 people hardest hit by the floods and in urgent need of life-saving 

humanitarian assistance and protection. The Flash Appeal complements the ongoing and planned interventions by the 

government and other actors to respond to the humanitarian situation. UNICEF is participating in the appeal.  

 

To coordinate the Polio response, a national Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) with technical working groups 

(Operations, Surveillance, Logistics and Vaccine Management, Social Mobilization and Data Management) is fully 

functional and holding daily coordination meetings. An in-country Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) team also 

supports and works as one team with the Government of Malawi.  

 

A high-level Emergency Coordination Mechanism (ECM) chaired by the Vice-President and co-chaired by the Minister 

of Health, established in 2020, is still operating. This coordination mechanism also represents the Department of 

Disaster Management Affairs and other key line ministries. On a technical level, the Ministry of Health has the 

overarching responsibility to coordinate the COVID-19 response and leads the Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) 

with WHO as the co-chair. The Public Health Institute of Malawi (PHIM) is primarily responsible for the surveillance 

system. The health cluster is also active under the leadership of MoH and coordinates mainly the response to floods 

and cholera.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 

Community Engagement for Behaviour and Social Change 

The Development Communication Trust (DCT) continues to engage youth and community accountability committees 

(Bwalos) in sensitising and disseminating messages on children, adolescents and youth rights in camps and raising 

awareness on cholera and prevention. At the Nsambakaluma displacement site in the Chikwawa district, 300 

households were engaged in cholera, pandemic and preventive behaviours through the social accountability 

committee (Bwalo). Integrated health messages on Vitamin A, COVID-19 and cholera have reached 2,078 people 

(833 male, 1,205 female), reaching 31,494. 

 

UNICEF collaborates with partners to integrate polio response into the existing Social Behaviour Change (SBC) 

interventions. UNICEF partner, Via Mobile Company (VIAMO), utilised its existing 3-2-1 platform to disseminate 

messages on polio reaching 35,000 listeners, of which 44 per cent are women. Radio programmes encouraging polio 

vaccination reached approximately 3 million people last week. These 15-minute programmes produced under the 

partnership with Development Broadcasting Unit (DBU) highlighted the government, UNICEF and partners' support to 

deliver vaccines safely to the remotest communities.  

 

Child Protection 

Through UNICEF support, community child protection workers and other social welfare workforce continued to provide 

psychological first aid, awareness on violence against women and children, complaint handling mechanisms, referral 

pathways and providing case management services for children, parents, and community members in need of care and 

protection through children's corners, community-based childcare centres, and community outreach in camps in six 

target districts. A total of 134,144 people were reached during the reporting period. These included 50,549 (22,214 

males, 28,335 females) children, 1,352 (493 males, 859 females) parents and 82,243 (36,171 males, 46,072 females) 

community members in Mwanza, Neno, Nsanje, Mulanje, Phalombe and Chikwawa as part of tropical storm Ana 

response.  

 

In addition, the Malawi Police Service continue to strengthen community policing services and raise awareness of sexual 

and gender-based violence and reporting mechanisms in displacement sites in Phalombe, Mulanje, Nsanje and 
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Chikwawa. Some 3,578 (1,384M, 2,194F) people were reached with awareness messages. The distribution of 90 

reporting boxes and community policing kits started on 10 April 2022 and is currently underway in these districts.  

 

UNICEF continues to facilitate weekly meetings with protection cluster actors to review the implementation of the cluster 

response plan. There remains a challenge of limited funding to the NGO sector, resulting in some districts such as 

Chiradzulu and Balaka with limited partners to support the government in implementing the response plan. 

 

Health 

UNICEF works with the Malawi Red Cross Society (MRCS) and Society of Medical Doctors (SMD) to mobilise health 

workers from outside the critically affected districts to support mobile health teams. UNICEF is also working with the 

Ministry of Health at the national level and the Nsanje District Health office to ensure effective cross border collaboration 

with its Mozambican counterparts. UNICEF has procured supplies for the treatment of cholera, including interagency 

emergency health kits (IEHK), acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) kits and dispensable Amoxycillin. This is in addition to 

those that have already been provided to the Nsanje district, including cholera beds, oral rehydration salts (ORS), 

chlorine, and a water guard. These supplies will go a long way in addressing the shortfalls of medical supplies to treat 

cholera cases that continue to increase.  

 

Nutrition 

During the reporting period, UNICEF support has enabled four district councils (Nsanje, Mulanje, Phalombe, 

Chiradzulu) to screen 28,366 children (14740 girls 13,626 boys), bringing the total reach to 69,815 children (35,951 

male 33,864 female) against a target of 105,000. Through these efforts, 1,171 children with severe wasting were 

identified and admitted for treatment bringing the total SAM admissions to 2,734, representing 78 per cent of the total 

target (3,500). 

 

UNICEF also supports risk communication activities, including broadcasting radio jingles and radio drama series 

across national and community radio stations to promote health-seeking behaviour and improved nutrition. In this 

reporting period, the Masamba drama club in Phalombe district conducted four theatre for development (TfD) 

performances in  Linkhura village, Phweremwe traditional authority. The performances, which attracted 1,614 people 

(438 Males, 594 Women, 181 Boys and 401 Girls), tackled issues concerning COVID-19, Vitamin A and nutrition. 

Some 870 children (363 under-5 Girls and 507 Boys) were screened for malnutrition during the performances. Of 

those screened, the nutrition status of three children (2 Females and 1 Male) was on the borderline, and their parents 

were counselled on dietary diversity. To date, 33,825 caregivers of children 0-23 months have been counselled on 

optimal infant and young child feeding against a target of 41,000. 

 

WASH 

During the reporting period, intense hygiene promotion and blanket chlorination activities have been carried out by 

UNICEF in partnership with United Purpose in the Nsanje district in the effort to contain the cholera outbreak. UNICEF 

supported water trucking in three displacement sites (Chikonde and Katuma in Mulanje district and Kalima in 

Chikwawa district), and the distribution of water treatment chemicals (including door-to-door chlorination) is enabling 

38,593 people (18,911 male and 19,682 female) to access safe water. Water trucking will be phased out in the coming 

week. 

 

UNICEF has also scaled up the emergency sanitation interventions in several displacement sites across different 

affected districts, with 21,732 people (10,649 male and 11,083 female) benefitting from emergency latrines and 

bathing facilities. In terms of hygiene promotion, mass media awareness campaigns to influence positive behaviour 

change around handwashing, water usage, and proper use of latrines have been rolled out through radios, mobile 

vans and displaying messages in strategic areas. As a result, during the reporting period, 76,438 people (37,455 male 

and 38,983 female) have been reached through different hygiene promotion approaches. Plans for rehabilitation of 

water schemes at the community level and distributing WASH packages for displaced people returning to their villages 

are underway as the water levels recircle and the rainy season is ending.   

    

Education 

UNICEF has provided 62 school-in-a-box education kits and 25 recreation kits to 19 schools across four districts 

(Chikwawa, Mulanje, Nsanje and Phalombe), reaching 28,300 learners (14,383 females) with teaching and learning 

and sports materials. These materials will enable learners to support their learning and play sports and games to 

return to a sense of normalcy after tropical storm Gombe affected these schools. Cumulatively, 138,035 learners 
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(83,352 female) have been reached by UNICEF support in response to the impact of both Tropical storms Ana and 

Gombe. Ongoing monitoring of the utilisation of education emergency supplies in the targeted districts revealed that 

the learners had accessed and are using the distributed materials and tents released in March 2022. Without 

adequate funding, UNICEF has been unable to fully support government efforts to ensure that nearly 400,000 children 

affected by floods receive interventions to access quality learning opportunities in safe and secure learning 

environments. At the cluster level, 143,490 children have been reached against a target of 255,494 children, with 

UNICEF contributing 96 per cent of the overall reach. UNICEF secured 26 per cent of the funds required to contribute 

to the education needs of the affected children and replenish the prepositioned supplies, which have been used so far 

and are now almost depleted.     

   

Social Protection 

UNICEF has supported the Ministry of Gender in drafting the proposal for floods response. It has been submitted to 

the EU and KFW for funding to meet the needs of over 193,000 people who became food insecure due to the floods. 

UNICEF has also supported the Government of Malawi with funds to facilitate Lean Season 2021/22 payments in 

Ntcheu and Balaka districts, covering 28,452 households and benefitting over 128,000 people. The households 

received MK36,000 each, representing two months of transfers for January and February 2022. The lean season 

payments are envisaged to cushion the households from the floods' effects partly. UNICEF supports the government 

to finalise payments for the remaining households in both districts to ensure overall targets are reached, including 

after addressing cases under Grievance and Redress Mechanisms, thus ensuring the response leaves no one behind.   

 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 

UNICEF produced several stories and contents to highlight the current emergency issues and responses during the 

reporting period. This includes: 

• Polio vaccination leaves no child behind 

• Community health workers are the backbone of the polio fight  

• Health workers march against polio   

• Enukwini's shoe doctor wants every child vaccinated  

• Slow road to recovery 

 

Two of the stories were picked up and published by the Nation, the leading newspaper in Malawi. Furthermore, the 

Daily Times has also published an article based on the UNICEF report.  

- Tropical Storm Ana: 565 children lose weight 

 

In addition, through the Development Broadcasting Unit, UNICEF produced stories highlighting the work of community 

health workers to vaccinate children against polio with UNICEF support. These were broadcast on MBC radio. Several 

Public Service Announcements involving influencers are being continuously disseminated on multiple channels.  

 

Photos and videos are being collected for further dissemination, including by partners. See here: 

- Polio 

- Cholera and Floods response 

UNICEF Malawi consistently posts social media content to highlight the ongoing work on polio, floods, cholera and 

COVID-19 response and create awareness and promote polio vaccination, prevention and protection on all of its 

social media channels: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram. These messages have reached more than two million 

(2,508,787) online audiences during the reporting period and engaged 215,872.    

 

A series of U-Report SMS blasts with critical messages on Cholera was sent out to 3,363 U-Reporters in the Nsanje 

district. 305 U-Reporters opted to receive the messages. The blast has messages on prevention, signs and 

symptoms, and things to do when there is cholera and cholera vaccine case for audiences. A message Bot has been 

set up and can be triggered by sending the words Cholera or Kolera to 1177. Anyone in Malawi can trigger this Bot.  

 

 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF is requesting US$ 8 million to meet the immediate and medium-term needs of children and women 
throughout the affected areas for the coming three months. So far, UNICEF has secured US$ 2,190,000 (26 per 

https://www.unicef.org/malawi/stories/polio-vaccination-leaves-no-child-behind
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/stories/community-health-workers-are-backbone-polio-fight
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/stories/health-workers-march-against-polio
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/stories/health-workers-march-against-polio
https://www.unicef.org/malawi/stories/slow-road-recovery
https://times.mw/tropical-storm-ana-565-children-lose-weight/
https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/2qsci8h271kn32j6p2n8141u68mski4v
https://weshare.unicef.org/Share/kb4y750q7sdqt5qkt0766wa7p57cdww7
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMw/
https://twitter.com/MalawiUNICEF
http://www.unicef.org/unicefmalawi
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cent)). Additional predictable, flexible, and timely donor support is critical to scale up the much-needed response 
activities and prevent further deterioration of the situation in Malawi. 

  

Next SitRep: 26 April 2022 

 

Annex A: Summary of Floods response Programme Results  

Sector Sector Populatio
n in need 

Cluster 
Target 

Cluster2 
results 

UNICEF 
target 

UNICEF 
results 

Health 
 

Children 0-59 months are reached 
during vaccination campaigns to 
reduce the risk of epidemic-prone 
outbreaks. 

170,227    153,000 105,000  

 
Women, adolescent girls and 
newborns safely and equitably 
access quality lifesaving and high-
impact maternal and neonatal 
health services. 

106,250    57,000 41,000  

 
WASH 

 
# of people in camps and affected 
communities accessing safe water 
supply of acceptable quality and 
quantity  

731,996 300,000 156,300 250,000 194,893 

 

 
# of people in camps and affected 
communities that have access to 
safe sanitation facilities  

650,000 270,000 1,500 135,000 23,232  

# of people reached with hygiene 
promotion messages  

731,996 731,996 194, 544 350,000 270,982 
 

 
Community engagement for behaviour and social change  
 

# of people affected and at-risk 
reached with behaviour change or 
health saving messages 

731,996   
 

730,000 31,494  
 

# of people participating in 
engagement actions for social and 
behavioural change 

500,000   
 

500,000 21,578  

# of vulnerable people actively 
providing suggestions, complaints, 
and feedback 

300,000   
 

300,000 3,395  

Nutrition  

  
  

# of children 6-59 months 
screened for acute malnutrition  

170,227 142,805 189,989 105,000 69,815  

# of children 6-59 months with 
SAM admitted for treatment 

3500 3,500 2,734 3,500 2734  

# of primary caregivers of children 
aged 0 to 23 months receiving 
IYCF counselling 

43188 41,112 33,825 41,000 33,825 
 

Child Protection  

 # people reached through CP/GBV 
community awareness activities to 
promote access to services to 
respond to incidents of CP/GBV 

993,149               700,000 107,433 300,000 107,433 

 

# women, girls, and boys 
accessing CP/GBV risk mitigation, 
prevention, or response 
interventions 

699,808                40,000 15,175 20,000 15,175 

 

 
2 Cluster results were not yet available as at the time of reporting. Data gathering by the various clusters is in progress will be included in subsequent reports. In this report, cluster results are thus 
similar to UNICEF results  
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# UNICEF-targeted (i) girls and 
boys; and (ii) parents and primary 
caregivers in humanitarian 
situations provided with 
community-based mental health 
and psychosocial support, 
including access to child-friendly 
spaces with intersectoral 
programming interventions 

699,808                50,000 67,849 20,000 67,849 

 

Education   
# children receiving individual 
learning materials   

398,908 255,494  143,490 
 

199,000  138,035   

# teachers, members of parent 
teacher-association and school 
management committee trained on 
emergencies in education 

578 578 210 210 0 

 

Social Protection XX   
# people benefit from continuity of 
essential services and 
humanitarian assistance 

598,851   
 

598,000 598,000  

# households benefitting from new 
or additional social assistance 
measures to respond to the floods 
with UNICEF support 

310,000   

 

310,000 0  

# households benefitting from new 
or additional social assistance 
measures to respond to the floods 
have access to Grievance & 
Redress Mechanisms with 
UNICEF support 

221,127   

 

220,000 0  

*Data on the support by other WASH, nutrition and protection cluster partners is being compiled and will be included in subsequent reports   

** No results yet because interventions planned are for the recovery phase. Planning for the recovery interventions is now finalised, and activities will soon commence 

 

 

ANNEX B: Malawi humanitarian funding status by sector 12 April 2022 

Malawi           

 Sector   
Requirements  

 Funds available  GAP 

     Humanitarian 
resources 
received  

 Other 
resources 

used   

 US$   %  

Health 3,500,000                           390,300  -                                  3,109,700                 89% 

WASH 1,250,000                             668,400  - 581,600                    47% 

Community engagement 
for SBC 

160,000                                340,000  -                            -    0% 

Education  700,000                                110,000  - 590,000                    84% 

Social Protection  300,000                                150,000  - 150,000                    50% 

Nutrition 1,300,000                             290,000  100,000                         910,000                    70% 

Child Protection 700,000                               151,300  - 548,700                    78% 

Coordination  90,000                                    90,000  -                            -    0% 

 Total   8,000,000  2,190,000  100,000  5,890,000  74% 

 

 
Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Rudolf Schwenk  

Representative, Malawi 

E-mail: rschwenk@unicef.org 

Matteo Frontini 

Community Development and 

Resilience Chief of Section 

E-mail: mfrontini@unicef.org 

 

Fungma Fudong 

Chief of Communications  

E-mail: ffudong@unicef.org 

 

mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org
mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org
mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org

